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About Medway & Rochester

Situated only 30 miles from London isa
place steeped in history and rich in maritime
culture. Historic Rochester is famous for its
connections with the great British author, Charles
Dickens and the area of Chatham Maritime is
home to the spectacular Historic Dockyard and
Dickens World visitor attraction.

Do and See

Rochester Castle

Built on the highest part of Rochester's Roman
city wall to defend the crossing of the River
Medway, this Norman castle is one of the best
preserved and finest examples of Norman
architecture in England. A blockbuster movie on
the great siege of the castle during the reign of
King John in the 13th century will be released in
2010.

01634 335882 www.medway.gov.uk/tourism
The Historic Dockyard Chatham

Costumed guides bring this spectacular maritime
heritage site alive. Discover over 400 years of
maritime history through the various galleries and
attractions. A new cultural venue and centre for
world-class collections opens in mid 2010.

01634 823807 www.thedockyard.co.uk

Dickens World, Chatham Maritime

An exciting indoor visitor complex based around
the life, books and times of Charles Dickens -
taking visitors back to the 19th century on a
fascinating journey through Dickens’ lifetime.
01634 890421 www.dickensworld.co.uk

Eat & Drink

Historic Rochester offers a superb choice of
restaurants and bistros, serving dishes from
around the world.

Topes Restaurant

A modern European restaurant situated in the
heart of historic Rochester. The building originally
dates back to the 15th Century and was featured
in Dickens unfinished novel, The Mystery of Edwin
Drood. Awarded 2 Rosettes.

01634 845270 www.topesrestaurant.com

The Atrium

You will love this Dickensian restaurant with its
oak panels and beams, steeped in history, in the
heart of historic Rochester. The building is said to
be haunted by a young girl with golden hair.
Special menu deals area available weekdays and
a traditional roast on Sundays.

01634 847776 E: atrium-restaurant@tiscali.co.uk



Rochester Cathedral tea rooms

Located in the 18th century Deanery and open
throughout the year. The tea rooms offers light
refreshments, lunches and afternoon teas. All

food is home made on the premises.

01634 843366

www.rochestercathedral.org

George Vaults

The George Vaults offers 4 very distinctively
different floors for drinking and dining and an
attractive patio gardens for outside relaxation. Set
in original 13th Century vaults where exclusive
dining can be enjoyed. All food is home-made and
prepared on the premises.

01634 817165

www.georgevaults.com

Nightlife

Britannia Theatre at Dickens World

Special themed gala evenings, opera and musical
theatre performances take place throughout the
year at Dickens World’s Britannia Theatre. Plus
regular stand-up Jongleurs comedy nights, and
live music in the attraction’s themed Porter Bar . . .
plus much more.

01634 890421

www.dickensworld.co.uk

Shop

Historic Rochester

Step back in time in the ancient cathedral city of
Rochester, a place cherished by Charles Dickens.
Rochester is unigue for the absence of the usual
high street names and brands. It's a place to
admire yesterday’s curios, ranging from rare
books that can be found in the country’s largest
second-hand book shop, to designer kitchenware,
arts and crafts to decorate your home.

Dockside Outlet Shopping Centre

Built within the frame of a Grade Il listed building —
a former dockyard boiler house. The Dockside
Outlet is home to more than 40 leading retailers
offering great discounts. Restaurants and bars
can be found close by at the Dickens World visitor
complex.

Get Around

Getting around Medway couldn’t be easier
whether you choose to come by car or public
transport. Historic Rochester and Chatham
Maritime are served by an excellent local bus
service provided by Arriva. Using the Arriva
Mainline Services 140/141 inner Medway Ticket,
gives you the flexibility to hop and off at various
places along the route. This service runs every 10
minutes. Between Chatham train station and
Chatham Maritime, the Dockside shuttle service is
a quick and cheap way to travel. Excellent rail
service operated by Southeastern offers fast trains
from London stations to Rochester and Chatham
stations.

Families

Guildhall Museum, Rochester

Discover the history of the area from pre-historic
times to the present day. See the terrible
conditions endured by Napoleonic prisoners in the
Hulks Experience and learn about the life, times
and work of Charles Dickens in the Dickens
Discovery Room. Regular activities and workshop
take place throughout the year.

01634 848717 www.medway.gov.uk/tourism

Diggerland

An ultimate adventure park experience offering
buckets of fun. It's the only place where you can
actually get a chance to have a go at real
construction machinery and drive JCBs dumper
trucks, mini and giant diggers. Sit in the bucket of
a JCB and get lifted up 25 feet and spun around,
test your manoeuvring skills with the JCB robot as
you drive around obstacles, dig for treasure on the
Buried Treasure Mission or ride the new Joyrider,
Diggerland Dogdems and much more.

0871 2277007 www.diggerland.com

Tourist Information Centre

Medway Visitor Information Centre , 95 High
Street, Rochester, Kent ME1 1LX

01634 338141 ( Fax 01634 847891)

E: visitor.centre@medwayl.gov.uk
www.medway.gov.uk/tourism



