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About Portsmouth 
Portsmouth is a vibrant waterfront city,  with 
miles of sea views and centuries of history.  
Discover award-winning attractions, world-famous 
historic ships, gorgeous green spaces and shopping 
on the water’s edge.  It’s a breath of fresh air! 
 

Do & See 
 
Spinnaker Tower 
Soaring 170m high and standing proudly over 
Portsmouth is the iconic Spinnaker Tower, the 
tallest viewing tower in Britain.  Experience a real 
‘wow factor’ from the three viewing decks as floor-
to-ceiling glass windows provide breathtaking views. 
View deck 1 is also home to Europe’s largest glass 
floor, enabling daring visitors to almost walk on air!  
0845 460 0659 
www.spinnakertower.co.uk 
 
Southsea Seafront 
Southsea boasts 4 miles of seafront promenade, 
beautiful Victorian architecture, award-winning 
gardens and wide open spaces.  Pack a picnic and 
relax on Southsea Common, watching the world 
float by.  Or visit Blue Reef Aquarium, the D-Day 
Museum, Southsea Castle and the Royal Marines 
Museum. 
 
Guided Walks 
Join one of the regular guided walks - with themes 
such as Authors of Southsea, Pubs of Portsmouth 
and Charles Dickens, you’ll know all about the city in 
no time.   
 

 

Heritage & Culture 
 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
Visit world famous historic ships at the home of 
the Royal Navy. Go aboard HMS Victory, HMS 
Warrior 1860 and see the Mary Rose Museum for 
the best day out in the South of England.  
Portsmouth’s leading attraction also includes the 
Royal Naval Museum, Action Stations and 
Harbour Tours.  
023 9283 9766          www.historicdockyard.co.uk 
 
aspex 
Discover an outstanding exhibition programme of 
works by contemporary artists from around the 
world.  Showcasing the latest in contemporary art, 
aspex is also a great place to see Portsmouth’s 
freshest artistic talent.  
Vulcan Building, Gunwharf Quays, PO1 3BF 
023 9277 8080                         www.aspex.org.uk  
 
Cathedrals 
Portsmouth is home to two inspiring cathedrals.  
Visit Portsmouth Cathedral (St Thomas’s) in Old 
Portsmouth to discover a seamless portrayal of 
the city’s history and the cathedral’s understated 
beauty.  Portsmouth’s Catholic Cathedral (St 
John’s) offers a quiet space in the heart of the city 
and is a stunning example of 19th century French-
gothic style architecture.   
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Entertainment 
 
Kings Theatre 
The Kings Theatre offers a mix of professional and 
amateur performances along with variety shows 
and touring West End productions.   
Albert Road, Southsea   PO5 2QJ 
023 9282 8282              www.kings-southsea.com 
 
New Theatre Royal 
In the heart of the city, the New Theatre Royal is 
home to cutting-edge dance, theatre, drama, 
music and comedy. 
Guildhall Walk   PO1 2DD 
023 9264 9000             www.newtheatreroyal.com 
 
Portsmouth Guildhall 
The city’s largest concert venue is steeped in 
history and host to major touring acts from pop 
idols and comedy greats to wrestling and opera.   
Guildhall Square  PO1 2AB 
023 9283 4146      www.portsmouthguildhall.co.uk 
 

Shop 
 
Gunwharf Quays 
You’ll find designer outlet shopping on the 
waterfront at Gunwharf Quays at over 95 stores.  
Discover massive savings on designer labels and 
high street favourites.  When you need a break, 
relax with a cocktail overlooking the harbour. 
 
Southsea 
In Southsea there’s a wealth of distinctive stores 
selling everything from curios to retro clothing just 
a pebble’s throw from the beach.  Palmerston 
Road is home to two department stores and high-
street favourites whilst Marmion Road presents 
chocolatiers, designer jewellery, boutiques and 
furnishings.  In Albert Road discover vintage 
delights, edgy clothing, antiques and collectables.  
 

Nightlife 
 
Gunwharf Quays 
With more than 30 cosmopolitan bars and 
restaurants plus a nightclub and comedy club, 
Gunwharf Quays has a vibrant atmosphere and 
something for everyone.   

Albert Road  
Eat your way around the world or relax with just a 
drink at quirky cafés and wine bars in Albert Road, 
Southsea.  Catch a gig at the legendary 
Wedgewood Rooms which plays host to the latest 
emerging talent and international live acts on tour.  
 

Outdoors 
 
Sailing 
The Solent offers some of the best and most 
challenging sailing in the world.  Companies such 
as Sunsail and Synergy Sailing offer yacht 
charters, whilst Tall Ships Adventures offer 
voyages out of Portsmouth too.  Portsmouth 
Outdoor Centre offers short recreational sailing 
sessions, perfect for visitors wanting to practice 
their skills.   
 
Cycle Trails 
Follow the Seafront Cycle Ride (4.5 miles) and 
stop at the city’s top attractions, take the circular 
Langstone Harbour Ride (15 miles) to discover a 
more natural side to the city, or uncover the city’s 
most well-known inhabitants on the Famous 
Figures Cycle Ride (7.5 miles).  Trail leaflets 
available from the Visitor Information Centre.  
  

 
 

Visitor Information Centre 
Centres located at The Hard  (near Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard) and Clarence Esplanade  
(on Southsea seafront next to Blue Reef 
Aquarium). 
Tel: 023 9282 6722 
E: vis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  
www.visitportsmouth.co.uk  
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