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About the City 
 
The historic city of Exeter  is situated in the 
heart of Devon. It has a rich history spanning over 
2,000 years, a vibrant cultural scene and award 
winning restaurants. Combined with distinctive 
shopping quarters and unique heritage attractions, 
it is a great destination for a city break! 
 

Do & See 
 
Exeter’s Underground Passages 
These medieval vaulted passages under the city’s 
streets are the only attraction of their kind open to 
the public in Britain. Originally built to bring fresh 
water into the city, visitors today can take a guided 
tour of the dark, narrow passages to discover 
more about their fascinating history. 
2 Paris Street EX1 1GA 
01392 665887  www.exeter.gov.uk/passages  
 
Exeter Cathedral 
One of England's most beautiful medieval 
cathedrals and one of its finest examples of 
decorated Gothic architecture. Famous for its two 
Norman towers and the longest unbroken stretch 
of Gothic vaulting in the world.  
The Cloisters EX1 1HS 
01392 255573  www.exeter-cathedral.org.uk  
 
Exeter’s Red Coat Guided Tours 
Free guided walking tours of the city, operating 
daily throughout the year (except 25 & 26 
December). Choose from a wide range of tours to   

 
explore Exeter’s long and turbulent history and 
discover amazing architecture.  No need to book. 
Dix’x Field Visitor Information 
01392 265203  www.exeter.gov.uk/guidedtours  
 
Exe Estuary Trail 
A 26 mile cycle and walkway running alongside 
both sides of the River Exe Estuary, between 
Exmouth, Exeter and Dawlish. The trail passes 
through two nature reserves and beautiful 
riverside towns and villages steeped in maritime 
history.          www.devon.gov.uk/exeestuarytrail  
 

Eat & Drink 
 
Voted by Which? Good Food Guide as one of the 
top places to eat out in Britain, Exeter has plenty 
of restaurants, bars and cafes to choose from, 
many of which are award winning and feature 
local food and drink on the menus.  
 
Michael Caines Restaurant 
Two star Michelin chef Michael Caines’ restaurant 
is located in the ABode Royal Clarence Hotel in 
Exeter’s Cathedral Yard. It serves modern British 
and European cuisine based on local and regional 
produce, served with Michael Caines individual 
style. 
Royal Clarence Hotel, Cathedral Yard EX1 1HD 
01392 223626   www.michaelcaines.com  
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Historic Pub s 
Follow in the footsteps of Sir Francis Drake, who 
was a regular at the Ship Inn in Martins Lane, near 
the Cathedral, or visit the Well House Tavern in 
Cathedral Yard, where you will find a skeleton in 
the basement! Serving fresh local food, real ales, 
ciders and fine wines, you are sure to have an 
evening to remember in Exeter’s historic pubs. 
www.exeterandessentialdevon.com/eating-out  
 
Exeter Festival of South West 
Food & Drink 
Held annually in April (9 – 11 April 2010), this 
three day festival celebrates the best food and 
drink Devon has to offer. With tastings, celebrity 
chef demonstrations, cookery theatre and After 
Dark entertainment, it is one of the biggest events 
in Devon’s culinary calendar.  
www.exeterfoodanddrinkfestival.co.uk   
  

Heritage & Culture  
 
St Nicholas Priory – A Tudor Home  
The 900 year old guest wing of a former 
Benedictine Priory, this city attraction is now 
presented as the home of a wealthy Elizabethan 
family of 1602, with quality replica furniture and 
painted in the bright colours of the period.  
Mint Lane off Fore Street EX4 3BL 
01392 665858  www.exeter.gov.uk/priory  
 
Exeter Phoenix 
Exeter’s arts and entertainment venue in the heart 
of the city, presenting a unique and exciting 
contemporary programme of dance, theatre, live 
art, music, spoken word, film and visual art. 
www.exeterphoenix.org.uk  
 
Exeter’s Historic Quayside 
Exeter was an important port for the woollen trade 
industry from the 16th to the 18th centuries, and 
buildings on the quayside date from this period. 
Now used mainly for leisure, the quayside is a hub 
of activity, where you can hire cycles and canoes, 
or eat at one of the waterside pubs or cafes. There 
are also craftspeople and shops housed in bonded 
warehouses beside the river. 
 
Exeter Arts & Cultural Events 
There are several major annual festivals 

throughout the year. The Summer Festival  held in 
June/July (25 June – 11 July 2010) attracts 
internationally renowned artists, with classical 
music, dance and entertainment, plus free family 
events. The Autumn Festival  (29 Oct – 14 Nov 
2010) celebrates the best of local talent, and 
Animated Exeter  (11 – 20 Feb 2010) is the region’s 
leading animation event. Don’t miss the 
Vibraphonic Music Festival   (15 – 21 Mar 2010), 
plus Exeter’s first Laugh Out Loud Comedy 
Festival  (22 Jan – 5 Feb 2010). 
www.exeter.gov.uk/festivals   www.lolfestival.co.uk    
www.animatedexeter.co.u  kwww.vibraphonic.co.uk  
 

Shop 
 
Exeter has distinctive shopping quarters, all within 
easy walking distance of each other. There are big 
High Street names, designer brands and 
independent retailers, many of which are housed in 
historic buildings.  
 
Princesshay Shopping Quarter 
Opened in 2007, this multi-million pound shopping 
development in the heart of Exeter has over 60 
shops and restaurants in a pedestrianised open 
space. From High Street names, including a flagship 
Debenhams, Zara, Faith, Hobbs, LK Bennett and 
Reiss; to designer boutique AH Moda and jeweller 
Carol Anne, there is plenty of choice for shoppers of 
all tastes! www.princesshay.com  
 
West Quarter 
A thriving specialist shopping area, Exeter’s West 
Quarter has plenty of unique shops to explore. 
Includes Fore Street, with over 60 shops and 
eateries located in arcades and wonderful side 
streets. You will find vintage and retro clothing at 
The Real McCoy and Off the Hook, and arts and 
crafts at MakeArt, Bunyip Beads and Opus Mosaic. 
It is also home to Nye Antiques, one of the south 
west’s largest and most prestigious antiques shops. 
South Street is home to jewellers and art galleries. 
www.exetershopping.org  
 

Tourist Information Centre 
Exeter Visitor Information & Tickets, Dix’s Field, 
Exeter, EX1 1GF.      Tel: 01392 665700 
Email: evit@exeter.gov.uk  
Website: www.exeterandessentialdevon.com   
�


